These Mega-Bore Super
Redhawks Are Tailor-
Made for a Walk on the
Wild Side.

Staff Roport

utos and single-shors
aside, theres something
about a big-bore revolver
that causes sweaty palms
and palpitations amaong
serious handgunners. Andd when i

comes o super-poswerful wheelguns,

we seriously doubt there's anvthing
i CaoEnpire with Hamileon Dossen's
customized Ruger Super Redhawks
Pvwien was ki hqi l.'hl_'ll.1;q,l| Buw b ml s
Four to “play” with, and we're still &
it ol The chamberings of this
prly wwvesame quartel include 50
AE, 500 Linebaugh ond 454 Casull
Twioral them were cut<down {as in 4-
inch barreled ) fers Buil sith one

purpose in mind—to stop very large,

angry anbmals af what could only e
called * tast ditch distanees.”
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v, thev're as close as you're
gOIE Lo mel :u a present-day howdah
pistol. They're designated as the “Alpine”
models—aone 10 300 Linebaugh and the
other in .30 AE. The other twa are tuil-

size puns—a Super Redhawk conversion
witha custom barrel and

>0 AE and.a fa
barreled r-['-r.‘:.']l'.]-:‘il
chambered in 459 Casull

(1w e gOINg 10 biiiid 3 wi m_, T [
handle loads '_:In this, even the mighty
SEW N-fraimeis out of the question.
Whatever drawbacks traditional Smith
fans may lind Super
Redhawk, a lack of strength cenainly 1sn1
one of them. it is the very [act that the big
Rugers are “overbult” that makes them
lhr ;1'-'.'51.' .r-:ﬂ-'mw cIU“f.'aL' action candidates
. And ""uu'»- enisa
HL.mJI st brir w ng owt the best in what
is—without a ,.l-.-l.uh'.-—lln bl::'n;-.ih":
donble-action revolver on carth

But sheer bigness isn't n et |y an
aflectation. At least in this case. Bowen
himself feels that his mega-bore I']l'.l?i!_".":'
tionally efticient

chambered for the
)
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|.'||_ wav it works1s vou zend us a .“~1'._r'.~:::'
Redhawk, we rebore it and fit i

fivie-st 'L|.k.~- ngde)

What else vou get in terms of sights
and tuning is based onh an extensive

meny of options that tncludes Z:IE‘IFI.'L']

snortening . Tound-ouit COnyYErs1on s,

The loads In question (laft to right): 500
Linebaugh, .454 Casull, .50 AE,

tuning the action and trigger and
.-:.~|.1L||-1; an over-travel stop, Mag-Ma-
Porting, recutiing the r.wrmﬂ cone and
nstatling a -."I“'I“"'[ [ custom sights

LT "‘.‘E_I. charpes 51,295 [or an entry-
Iy -..]'nnr conversion once you supply
him with r| e Lits 5 100 more i you
opl lor stain |'\-\_c".'—||-|1c".|.|-|ﬂ'.| des a tune up
with an overtravel stop. What you |l
Pet—as we Car allest—is a glassy s double-
action trigger pull and a whispery 54

From a welght-to-power ratio, the five-shot Alpine .500—which can propel a one-aunce .50
callber bullet at more than 1,300 fps from its 4-nch barrel—is the unguestioned heavywelght

of the four, It features a fanyard ring on the butt (inset).

rel m;ﬁ The '-.‘1|“ =0l a r_;n:'-d DA pull ona
gun hike this is fairly important when you
consider that you 1 he firing it as ]'.:.rll'.ﬂ"-.
as your adrenaline fevel will allow il
YOl ‘reever forced to use it for its
interitled purpose, namely Lo convince
something big and hairy to let go of you
u'nt'[l'.lzrj.. Ma,mll_~.v.mf'..ﬂnh. ‘Tmnus
point-hblank” here. These guns—whethetr
in .50 AE or 500 Linebaugh—ado not
lend themselves 1o PPC-type precision
double-action work at, say, 30 yards

Of the four guns, the
prabably the most useful (and
conventional) all around specimen. First
aff, ir'll also handle .45 Colt amimio il
you're in a plinking mood. The second
reason is that its 36-ounce weight and
full-lug, perted, }'.-'_--mn_']' L-:rlu"h: Lype
L.a[[r.] make it tractable, altes

But the'main TEAson as far as we're
;-.-"lL-Ll!".l.lJ. 4 =.~.<-:L wiL!-m'u 2 .-]1....*- the
mosi tantas anyone
had everseen TJ:: Lunied, ,.Hgl"* action
trngger pull broke at a ~Il|"' 4% pounds
(the DA pull ir_-::d:_'zu.t_:l ¢ was a butten
12 pounds with nary a discernible
hitch or ghitchl. At 25 yards, using
Winchester's sizzling 260-grain
Partition Gold |I'I“{.:. groups averaged
around 1% inches, with our best effort
placing [our ol the five shots mio a one-
inch cluster. At 30 yards it was no trick
to pr.‘:cﬁuc-' - to 4-inch groups, Had
the gun been scoped, we're pretty sure
we could ]m‘."' exceeded that
considerably, buras it was, those beefy
fully adi 1-3r=.m 5 |f'r:.- did well -.I1-.'LE 1
to handle any LI] world" handgun
task. Recoil, of course, was well hevond
brisk, but-all in all, this ene would
make an outstanding big (as in big deer
and up) game Tevolver.

The next gun was—I{rom a visual
standpoint—the biggest and most
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The full-size .50 AE conversion features a five-shot unfluted eylinder
and a 6% barrel. Although we fired it using the excellent fully
adjustable sights, the gun features Ruger's integral scope bases.

10T ]‘l14_'-.=~]"- |.'l]1J‘|:| I."'l.-—'l. =113 ml..rn.]-_i
50 AE which weighed in:at 52 ounces
empty II tl“lmr L-rm LL m,lu

although J-i]'-".tt';u-.': Hal..?x-i‘l iLain
Boasting excellent adjustable sights
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The chopped Alpine .50 AE scarcaly
qualifies as a “belly gun,” yet those moon
clips permit quick tactical refoads should
the situation ever arise.

highlignted by a thick ramp lront with
orange insert, the gun also sported
Rupers distinctive integral scope bases,
which we did not elect to make use of
Although .50 AE ammo isn't all that easy
Lo come by, we managed Lo round
up some Speer
Lawmain 325-grain
U |HPsalong with
some Samson J00-
grun JHPs

I he Samson stull
was refatively man-
ageable, butthe
ipwr loads—which
-.|l." L.l: dihe .].IJ.
vertised 1,400 1ps
ITOIn our  Eun,
| proved to bethe

| most accurate

"|!IF'II.. ing CUHIs1s1E ".I1u.

M'rhaugl'l noticeably less viofent than the .500 Limebaugh, the 43% Tpressive live- "i].l':."l.

ounce Alpine in .50 AE buched considarably.

| Buffaloe Bore 500 Linebaugh 435-grain LEN
Buffalo Bare .500 Linebaugh 435-grain LFN
Buffalo Bore 500 Linebaugh 400-grain JHP
Speer Lawman .50 AE 325-grain JHP
Samson 50 AE 300-grain JHP
| Buffalo Bore 454 Casull 325-grain LFM

Wmv.:heamr Suprame .454 Casull 260-grain FPartition Geld

Freedom Arms 454 Casull 300-grain JFP

Muzzie Velocity
850 ps
1,250 Ips
1.350 ips
1.400 Ips
1,195 1ps
1,625 Ips
1,800 fps
_ 16250ps

The .50 AE (as in Action Express) A.rpina welg‘i‘ls 3 ounces ess
than the .500 Alpine and features a rounded butt,

25-vard groups. Although tactical reloads
really don't it imte this guns purpose, the
fact that it reguires the use ol five-shot
moon clips (remember, the rimless 30 AE
was originally designed for the mammuoth
Disert Eagle Magnum autol is'kind of,

Besides the fluted cylindars and short
barrels, the hallmarks of the Alpine
conversions are the unique sights. The rear
is @ standard Ruger express sight. Tho
front sight features a large tritium bead
and was conceived by sight designer
Ashley Emarson.




’ light which really im-
pressed us with Bowen's
T ALVE '"J-L“I'Il.—i". L] B

fically sensible extraction

tool [or emprying out a
moon ¢lip, pne you can
use without cursing or

mangling your fingertips
It looks like a very short
well, near. Discounting an odd flyver  screwdriver- ham.L-_Ll sockel
(which definitely could have been flinich-  wrench with a slot that fits
nduced), our hest chuster measured 1% over the mouth of the empty
nehes, Oddly enough we noticed once case. Insext it into the case,

we moved up to S0caliber, recoil— give 'era sharp rvist and pop
although cenamly stout—waz notceabiy  that brass right out ol the

sharp than the similar-sized 454 clip. Now, why didnT some-
'._.lx-.lll| And the 50 AEs singlé-action  body think ol that belore?
trigger pull—at 3% pounds—waseven  Sometimes, it's the little

berter thart that of the Casull things that meana lot. )
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Calibarwise, the 454 Casull was the "thnmlgﬁr member of the
quartet, although it weighed the most at 56 ounces. The ported,
Silineh L-frame-type barred {Insct), excellent sights and slicked-up
action contributed to this gun's outstanding accuracy,

wete the " trall

. | ouns” of the mix—both Alpine

- WA il Svpgent Four }:- CONVETSIONS |-l_‘2i|'.llli'.5' 4-inch

= hh}-uﬁ? harrels; fluted eylinders and
exXpresssights m«.--:md T

5O | conjuncti LI-I'n'-I]:'l Ashles
Y 5¢ | Frmerson (seesidehar). The one
chambered In 5040
Linchaugh —1|3au“-:|:=n by
Emerson as “my personal
bBlaster™lives up Lo its hilling

™
The .454 Casull proved
to be amazingly
accurate at both 50
(above) and 25 yards
(right} using Winchester
Super-X Partition Gold
260-grain ammo.

At 10 vards, the Alpine (500 performed well—considering
its intended purpose— in the double-action mode with
Buffalo Bore's 400-grain JHFPs which, incidentally, depari
its &inch barrel 5t 1,350 fps.

and then some. From its 4-
mn;h barrel, it < and FIVE A O0Ne
punce, 50 caliberbullet in
ERCESS ..I 1,300 fps. The gun
perfectly lits Bowern's
shilosophy on the Alpine
LOTIV eSO S=—=d5 LIESLT l'."L u- | (&
us by Emerson

H: '."-"-..1 ned that this
prin—whern _||Ltlu.bc_hu 7
one of :I',u: stompers— would
be the gun to have on yout
hip when 4 large
bitey/scratchy criter surprises you oul in
the wild.

What's unigue abeut these guns—
aside from the Holland Tunnel-sized
charge holes and bores—are the sights
themselves. The rear s a windage-
adjustable Ruger express sight—a classic
:.Im,.xn.. Vopotch with a white line. The
[ront isan oversized white tritium beac
in an exceptionally sturdy biade atop a
dovetailed |‘.I:_'|*'- S

We decided 1o shoot both Alpines ara
distance that would most closely replicate
the kind of yardage it was designed lor—
10 yards. With the .300 Linchaugh, we
used Butlalo Bores relatively sedate 435-
grain LET at 950 fps. n double-action fire,
it was impossible to seriously contrel—io
any sienificant extert—the muzzle upihp,
bt it was possible wo tinie things so that we
wereableto hire apam |-.1.--._1r.l]} when the
surn came ot of récoil. The express sights
contribited 1o quuck rarget reacquisition m
no small wav Put the !'-l_y, white dot on the
target and fire. When we switched to
Bultalo Bores 400-grain [HEP at 1,350 s,
fcontinued on page 93}



, maie:o) the o wasa 30 AE
I saaddl il =i e i
wnich, unlige the 300 versio 0T ed
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d butt and—art.an unloaced
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The g .50 AE—despite Its impressive
back-thrust—performed vory well at
25 yards using Speer Lawman 325
grain JHPs.

FOR CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
OF THE NASTIEST KIND

The sights on my .500 Linebaugh Bowen Alpine are a
combination of a Ruger factory express rear and a new front
sight and base arrangement developed by Hamllton and me. It all
started when we were slttin® around hunting camp late one night
down on the Baggett ranch near Ozona, Texas. | was describing
the reasons and advantages of the Ashley Express sight system
and why | recommend tritium only on the front and not the rear.
About that time Hamilton said “I don’t get it." | asked him to
come outside where all we had for light was stars and moonlight.
You could see well enough to walk, but not enough to see
standard revolver sights, | asked him to imagine that a smoker
about 20 feet away was a bear, | handed him my Colt Commandar
with its big dot Ashley Express sights with the tritium front and
told him to pretend to engage the “bear.” He aimed the .45 at the
smoker and then at several other gloomy objects then handed
the gun back, saving “now | get it.” | told him that this sight
arrangement wasn't intended for drlving nails at 100 yards, it
was—as Finn Aggaard once sald—for “sorting out close
encounters of the nastiest kind.” At this point Hamilton tald me
about his Redhawk Alpine conversion. We declded that the
Alpine—with my express sights—would be ideai for anyone who
intended to fish, hunt, hike or camp in country with
scratchy,/bitey critters runnin’ loose. it didn't take long for me to
see that this was the ultimate heavy-duty trall gun, and | had to
have one, Of course, a .44 Mag Alpine stoked with maxod-aut
loads from Buffalo Bore or Garrett is damn formidable, but
Buffalo Bore has been making factory 500 Linehaugh ammo for
sona time. And that was all the excuse | needed to have one.
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For the .50 AE, Hamilton Bowen's moon
clip extraction tool proved to be the best
davice of its type we've ever used.

areas of tactical reloads and the age-old
question of what constituies the ideal
‘pelly gun” [or personal protection

AWlin all. howewver the 50 calil
\Ipinesare highly speciatized tools for
s 10 _|_'.'|E_. last ! I|"-:'i"hl'|'|.!
aroteciion against non-human
aprressors. [hey are, without a goubt, the
howdah ptstols ol the: 2 kst centuny

Far lurtner mjormdtion, contact Bowen
Classic Arms Corp., Dept. GA, PO. Bax 67
Louigville, TN 37773 i)

The main problem was how to get the Ashley Express front sight
on it. Then Hamilton suggested a sight hase that could also be
retrofitted to guns that already had a "Power Custom” front
sight. We decided that this base would have a etandard %Inch
dovetall and be secured by a No. B screw under the dovetall to
provide a clean look. With a standard dovetail to work with, |
designed sights in different heights to work with the new baze,
These front sight and bases that were designed in conjunction
with Hamilton Bowen ware among the last sights | designed for
Ashley Outdoors before the differences between me and the
money guy found me no longer Involved with the company’s day-
to-day operations.

The slght arrangement on my .500 Alplne Is designed for
defense, however | have fired enough rounds on the range and at
back country “attack rocks” with it to know that it'll serve as a
50-yard deer or hog gun or a 75-yard eik gun in the hands of a
recoil-proof handgunner. | have only shot two game animals with It
so far—both a doe at 41 lasered yards and a nervous zpike
trotting by at approximately 25 yards. The spilke—hit through
bath shoulders—didn't even kick. Both shots were fired double
action; that’s the way | train with this gun, The load was a 435-
grain JHP at 1,335 fps from my gun.

The Alpine .500 is the ultimate trall gun for defense against
dangarous critters.

—Ashiey Emerson

Ashley Emersan Is well-known in sheoting clreles for his
innovative ghost ring and express sights as well as his total lack
of sensitivity to recoil. His areas of expertise also Include big-
bore lever-action rifles, bigger-bore revolvers and hog hunting in
his native Texas.
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