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Hamilton Bowen’s 50 AE Custom Revolvers—
First Place Winners Of Hot Rod Handgun Award

amilton Bowen is a hichly respected custom

pistolsmith who specilizes in o ing high

performance revolversin exotic calibe

475 Linebaugh. The two revolvers reviewed
Tere are excellent examples of his expertise and erafts-
manship. The bage guns are Rugers that have been hot
rodded by upgrading them to handle the potent .50
action Express cartridge,

Both revolvers were submitiad in the American
Pistolemith Guild's HOT ROD HANDGUN COMPETT-
TIOM and were on display at (hé Natlongl Rifle
Association Convention at Kansas City-this year.
Handguns magazine is proud tobe the cossponsor of
this competition

The purpose of the custom work is o provide to
carry handguns that can be used as back up guns for
protection against dangerous animals:

THE .50 AE "ALPINE” REDHAWHK

Hamillon describes this revolver as *,.our shameless
rip-offof the Smith &Wesson "Mountain Gun' concepl.” He
poeson o say that it is aneaf hismest populir conversions
regardloss of caliber, Custom works neludes making anow
five-shot eylinder bored waceept the 50 AE cartridge The
original gun barrel is rebored and rifled for the same cal-
ibex. The Alpine part of the converson consists of round -
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butting the grip frame, shortening the barre! to a length of
four-inches and applying a black powder chamfer o the
eylinder. The action is tuned, which is a standard feature
on all Bowen gums The revolver sent for review has an
oner-traved trigger stop and is fitted with Ashley Emerson
big: ot oxpress sights. Both of thess are optional fsaturss.
The Packege also fichides several full-moon clips and a
¥ (o remove spent eases from the clips.

The Alpine is designed for theserious outdoorsman,
fisherman, hiker, hunter and guide who need a hand-
gun powerTul enough (o1 close range against bears and
ather dangerous beasts.

THE .50 AE BI.AC_HHAWII

This tevolver began as an adjustable sighted
Blackhawk. The topstrap iswelded and remachined to a
singlessix contourand a drift adjustable reir sight is fit-
ted. The recoil shield and lopding gate have besn, seal-
loped to reduce ‘weight. The real weight savings are
obtained from a barrel, erlinder, base pin as well as
serews and pins, ol made from strong lighuveight tia-
L Since titanium is-a metal thatis difficuli to
weld orsilver solder, the front sight base and the hidden
¢eotor tube stud ore all moachined intogral 10.the barsel.

Additionnl weight savings are achieved by using a grip
Trarvie, efector housing and red made ol aluminum, which is




even lighter than titanium and suited
for low siress componenss, The revolver
s prips earved from dhisn Bom by
Hooy Fishpew,

Hamillon eomuients that creating
his revolver was really a lechnical
exerciseand heis notsure thatthat he
wiill build any more like it because the
recoll is emifving, AL 26 ouncesitis far
e fight for use with hot cantridges
like e 50 AL [is final
comments o me were, "1
donttexpest thatyou vill be
doing very much shooting
with the gun!” How right he
weas, as weshallses Tatec

FIT AND FINISH

Both the revolvers are
heautifilly made ohibit-
ing the superl quality of
workmanship  that  has
made Hemilton Bowen famous.
Trigger actions were excellent, The
Alpine has s criso single sotion pull of
faurr pounds and i glass smooth dow-
bles-aetion of fut ynder 1 pounds T
& lihe mannes the hanmer of te

SHOOTING PERFORMANCE

T shot thie revalvers an . hot,
still bright suuny day Tate in July of
this year at the Petersen ranch
Fange. | am NoCASIAmed 1o agmit
that | was apprehensive abour
what to expeet in terms.of recoil
and controllability, | therefor start-
ed by firing 4 few shots ene-hand-

ed at some stegl
plates set at 25 apd
50 vards, beginning
with Alpine and then
the Tighrweight Blackhauk 1o see
what the recoil wis like.

ghiweight Single dction K
cocked smoothly and easily. Trigger
pull is:5ei at an cxeellent crisp 3%
pounds. | fourd the grips. of both
revolvers 0 be comiforiable and the
sighs ezsy to-pick up when bringing
the guns quickls into the am. | must
contzss, however, thar 1 am' not a
great fan of express sights.

Both revolvers. display s excel-
lent smuooth brush type of finish that
iy in keeping with the overall exeel-
lenee ol all eother work thar has
goneinto them They are ruly clas-
sic examples of @ master craflsoan

Shooting the Alpine in the dngla
action muods, 1 suceeeded in hitting
the plates. Recoil wis very heavy
yet, surprisingly, not painful and
still controlisble. Encoursged by
this, T repeated the exercise with the
Blackhawk. Recoll was not just
heavy, it wuas simply horrendous,
Althongh | did manage fo hit the
phistes the reeoil lified myhand high
above my head ton paint where 1
felt | would become airborae,
FHamilton - Howen's words: "1 don’t
think you will want o do much
shooting with the gun!" rang in my

wars and [ decided to terminate
any more shuoting with that
revolver, concenimting my
efforts onthe Alpine. Apartfrom
proving that it does recoll, the
revolver's ahility to hit the plates
convinees me that it s the
accuracy neeted 1o hit what
you-aim ar.

I'fired five shots at a Bull's:
eye target a 25 yards with the
Alpine and sucoecded in mitting
a three ‘inch group that was
o prety much atmy point of aim,
Recoil fiom the bench was even
atiffer and | decided to quit while |
was srill ahaad. | have no donbt thar
Closés goups are possible fom a
‘machine rest bt not fram me

1N A1l BOTIESTY 1He Tevilver & no
intended as a long rapge-hunting
arm, but for defense agains! wild
anfmals at close Tange. With this in
mind, | loaded up a full cyiinder
and engaged o combai
target at five wards
shooting  dible-
action as fastas [ could
recover from the wecoil

1 shot one-handed

becawse this is proba-
bly all you will be able
10 do against o darg-
ing bear at this dis-
e To my surprise |
wias ghle o put dl my
shuts within ten ring
of the targel quite
quickly. 1 think a lot
had 0 do with the
very good double
action trigger and the roundad
fFrips

Ag far as relinbility i concarned
bath revolvers performed flavless-
ly. Extraction of spant cases wan
positive and easy, there being no
signs Of excossive prossure, 1 oval-
uating - both revalvers both are
wacks: al art in terms, of workmarn-
ship design and fnigh. fust thug
alone  makes the Lightwelght
Blackhawlk attractive, bt for practi-
cal purposes the Alpine gets my nod
s being ahout the best for daniger-
vusaninal defense. In terms of Hod
rad perlormance they are justifiable
winners of the first place awarl, B
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