& :

Excellence For The/ Sake of Excellence.

merican Handgunner has built a reputation for

bringing vou the finest custom handgun work avail-

able in the world, Each tume. the work is pr:;m:uunl I

unparalleled clarity and we do 1t for an important reason. Just is we

devour photos of the Rolls Royee few

of us will ever park in our own dri-

veway, so it goes with the custom gun — as art. The intoxicating appeal of

beholding the best remains irresisuble.

and we are all drawn again and

again o drink at the fountain of perfection.

Which = why we lind ourselves here
— now — admuring the work from
Bowen's shop. There's a distinctive
nobihity: to these fine, almost precious
examples of the gunmaker’s art, “Per-
sonal artifacts,” Hamilton Bowen calls
them: [t could be that there are no limits
o the abalines of crafttsmen, as thets
juxtaposition of steel and flesh con-
tenues (o be pushed to the Iimits of ool
steel and creativity. If the work from
Bowen's shop is any indication, we may
Be right, Yet, it's réassurng o think that
somewhere, in a small workroom, a
craftsman quictly polishes, reaching Tor
vel another level of perfection. We hope
50, Indeed, it may be in the backroom ot
Hamilton's shop.

Not eneumbercd by limits, Bowen
Classic Arms Corporation continues 1o
create and mnovaie, o blend materials,
push machime and hand ool lunits and
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the limits of imagination. Walt Disney
called it “Imagineening,” and look what
that hrought us

Founded in 1980, BCA was one of
the originals to explore distinel and
enusual possibilities in that ranfied air
strrounding no-lints custom revolvers,
Pedicated 1o the Colt, Rugzer and Smith
& Wesson, BCA uses the factory guns
only as a blank page to build upon,
Their diverse, sophisticated, ver sub-
hmely engineered concepts are molded
together to sire a final result that
truly 1s far greater than the sum of
the often simple parts involved. il

From the elegance of a well-tuned "8

action on i factory big-bore revolver o
the creation of a onc-of-a-Kind presenta
tion piece, every modification in-between
15 possible. Costom chamberings, from
the 218 Bee to the 50 Action Express,
can be cratied 1o a form that wall please

Roy Huntington
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the most discniminating owner.

This uncompromising commilment 10
supply precisely what a customer’s
necds may dictate 15 done with a level of
diversily and sophistication that has
garned BCA an mternational repiation
It may be said. without hesitation. the
Bowen shop is arguably in the top
handful of custom gunmakers in the
world old-world British sunmakers,
included. In short, if vou want some
thing special, BCA can deliver the
coods, And usvally exceed your expecta-
Lons tn e process,

Mol surprisingly. this Kind of work
regquires degrees of skill not commonly
ericountered behind the gunsmithing
coumter ol the local siop. H;']l-."-:l::;
nothing ¢an be accomplished without
careful, attentive handwork, the
craftsmen ot BCA will not rush. Thenr
special-order revolvers are limited 1o a
few meces verly and there s, simply. no
pressure o clenr the bench for the next
order, 11 vou want the best, you have 1o
wail, and understand the why's behind
the need 1o wait, When you ask for coms-
|Iili':l:l.'-:| mnchine work, Damascus bar-
rels and a final creation that would
qualify for an Enghish *Best Quality™
rating by stufty fellosws in tweed sois
it takes time. Be patient and you will be
rewinrded. Just [ook,

I8 not always ingxpensive, either. But,
everyvone should have at least one exactly,
perfect thing, Not almost right, not pretiy
close, bul precisely perfect, FH. Rovee.,
whose name you might recognmze, saul,
"The quality remains, long after the price
1 forgotten.” Quality 15 encduring. Lasting.
Cuality makes you teel good. Whén you
thumb the hammaer back on a big bore
BCA custom revalver, you smile. Think
of the Rolls Rovee Silver Ghost with a
million miles on the clock and sull run
ning, You almost can’t here it when it
idles, "Small things make perfection, but
perlection 15 no small thing.” Rovee
understood. And so does Hamalwon.,

The Finest Guns

Hamilton believes the Colt Single
Action revolver is the definitive revolver
BCA understands the piace the heloved
revolver holds in the heants of American
shooters and can connect, in a singular
manner, with those who adhere to the
same axiom. Their modifications can, as
1l savs i ther catalog: * revive a
measure of the grace and glory possessed
by the lovely pre-war auns.” How could
One resisl’?!

Some house spaecialiies include
reproductions of the elezant Flat Top
Target and the traditional — vet innova-
tive — lightweight guns of the 19305
OFf course, great work requires great
guns to begin with. Hamihion's shop
will only work on genuine Colt or
LSPEFA revolvers fitted with hammers.
trigeers and other components of
doimrestie manutacture. lt's not hainoe
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The Flat-top Target revolver is one of the most handsome single-action \
revolvers Coftever produced. Fewer than & thousand were made and most of
those were delivered before WWLL The survivers are rare and valuable —
=¢ldom seen and shot evendess.

Fhis particular Flat-top is.5 modem recreation made from a Colt New Fron-
tier model. The receiver was welded and re-machined to match the original
conifours and new sights were fabncated as part of the package. The custom
cylinder and barrel are for-the wondertal 3220 cartridge — a favorite at
Bowen Classic Arms.,

Prior to final finishing, the exterior was hand-filed and detailed, then pol-
ished and bumished Genaine Colt hard rubber grips are carefully fitted' to
the framel Like the standard catalog Targel models, this recreation is all car-
bona blue, exceptior the trigger screws and pins, which are nifre biued.

T
—




.-'

oy

=t
[t
L

' r ] b
3, ] TR TR T u

et

-y W
R o e

e -

.
s -u:F-'\i_F".‘I i

Based-upon a United States Patent Firearmz S, this handsome litfle
gun 15 patterned upon the raditional lightweight custom Colts of 1he 1950s.

scalloping the recoil shield, gate and receiver ratls reduces weipht and
adds distinction. The 4" barrel s fitted with a Colt-style dovetail front
sight and-a classic Distey hamimer spusadds o the fast handling and over
all appeal,

As 3 final touch o the metalwork, all exterior surfaces were detailed
and polished by hand, preparatory to burmishing and bluing. The one-
piece French walnut grips are'by Roy Pishpaw. Dan Love executed the
simple, but decidedly elegant engraving and gold work. The superlative
color casehardening ’and carbonabluing are by Turnbull Restorations
Allin all an extremely serumptious revolver and certainly waorthy of
qualifying as “one perlect thing, "
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CSedeley wvpsone b e mestUnrolic Amercan g

BUTE- AN eXCrTed & JFretal

of influence in the trade; particulariybetween the two World Wars, Best known
- s Springfield andMauser sporhog rifles, he glso-dabbled in handguns: Many ol
the famoeus revolvers concetvedzand owned by Elmer Eeithi including the Ny
lect his handiwork
A mong his least known desipns are thelift-out eylmder single:achons. Al exam-

M esbiy

ples known are based-upon Colt 5AA guns, suitabivc madifed b eontain whalis
essentially a double-action evlinder with-anextractor ang extractor rod [0 simu
neous ejecton, The tod is pulled Torward, freeing the bolts, so the cylinder car

Howen Classic:Arms has recreatcd a mogern version at the bedgley design
ey L R This particulat specimen s done-up in the classi I
uponiihe kuger Madiero:, § N maricii g S PrneCmn UL =R AT ENC S50
L ! T ¥ I T 2 12 ) 1
,_.|._1-_i.-: stvietomplabe wiit.ad” barres, Colt=patiern doékntl front sighf, scallopea
receiver and a Bisley hammer, The!two-piece grip fran '
L I A Aty | o o L
spectacular set.ol one-piece French walnut grips iro
g o= ettt the 110 Fae bairen gt Ebiiel fas I"
e A5 o schofiead, tNe U Das Dareperirtect CVnoers

.'I.':.'.'l'l"."- tor, 1ES akay Lo shniis
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high-brow, just honest.

Bowen’s “Light Weight Long Hunter
15 based vpon the standard Blackhawk or
"'.""l{ juero model, but any similaniy
there. After custom sights and other
touches, the gun is lightened with a
tapered barrel, scallo ad recoil shield,
loading sate and Auted cylinder. A ftted-
aluminum ejector housing and grip frame
round outl the package. The result 15 a
I|'.||1-;Jl~.~:~|un.- compact revolver, available in

41 or 44 Magnum, 45 Colt, .50 Special

and ‘-H Actron Express. This hand-held
delight 15 ntended for pilots, fishermen
and travelars who r|||::1|| face the big
Dears 0 However, as the BCA
catalog warns, in typical understated
Bowen manner: “Please note: this is not a
zun for the uninitiated. Recoil is vicious
with full power loadings.” Hamilton has a
sense of humaor.

Daouble actions are not relegated to
the dark corners of the shop and worked
an i secret lest the single action crowd
discover a traitor in their midst Feeling
the »mith & Yesson (8 among the [ines
evolvers ever made, Hamilton s shap
offers a range of options to whet the
appetile of even the most discoiminating
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Ml all single action revolvers are lovw-tech; It centtuny: relics, This ohe-of-a-kind
Rugeris entirely at ease in the 21skcentiry

SIHrImg with a New Maodel Blackhawk, the top strap is welded and reseontoured o
the elegant Single-Six style The receiver r&cn-lil shield and !Erﬂd:nh geibe are also seal-
loped to reduce weight even further Sefions weight reduction, however, results from
the nseof lightweight materjals: Low stress pansisuchoas the grip frame and ejector
housing.are stack aluminum companents, Bubwho would have thought?

The barrel, cvlinder, base pin andiscrews are all machined from tough A LAY tita-
ninm ailow, The Fronfsight baseand the hiddensector hotsimg recoil lug are
machined integral o thc hl:lrl'_igl for maximum stringth.

Roy Fishpaw czalted the Dallsheep ranm'=horn grips — o matenal bothilight
enaughand tongh enough (and handsome enough) a8 belite the application

The mmpnu A0 Action. Eap.n.ahru-vcnlvu:r wielirhs but 26 ounees = aboat one third
the weightoba 50 Désert Fagle autoloader. _HL*u:_uj[ iEmot, as BEA says "For the squca
mish.” And. of course, vou'd-shoabit We would:

Bt Clally 52-20 Ol ! Figr

Among the tinest single ackion revalvers ever prodaded by Bowen Clagsic Arms,
this best-guality Ruger “Old Model™ is chanibered for the.32-20 and features a tremen-
donsamount of detarl metalworks

The top SiTapis welded and machined in the Smith & Wesson revolver style. The
resLll WeTE SUre vou agreiis phrtu:ular{!; hjmﬂwme ona -prrlg;h.* acton revolver. To
reduce weght and to addidistineion, the. recoil shisld and lgading gate are scalloped.
Twerpiece grip frame parts ave mosdified and mstalled with care and attention, The
barrel is heavily tapered tofurther reduce weight and is fitted with a dovetail front
sight sefin anintegral Base:

A contoured, T-I'.'EI.I]'J‘tL‘:L!-':-'L'E!‘EH' retains the ﬂiuct:}r housing. Moechanical details inclunde
tuning and a line-bored costom cylinder with flutes ind black powder chamfering.

The exterior metal isgomplotely detailed and bluesprinted and is left in-the-white.
All screws are repulated and nitre Blied. Paul l"{‘ﬁtllﬁﬂ'k produced the exquisite ones
piece ivory grips: Living proot, in full-color, that excellence isin the details,
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Patterned-after the U5, martial |
revalvers of WWIl, this Redhawk
sports a S&W M&P-stvle fixed sight |
top Strap-and round;, non-ribbed |
baprel. The dovetaited front sight is
windage adjustable and a lanyard
ring is fitted in keeping with the ser- |
vice matnre of the gan; |

The fluted, five shotoplinder 1s |
chaombéerad for the 50 Achon F:sri:-n-!:lﬁ |
cartridge: The rimless round is |
retained; appropriately enough; in
classic moon: clips, as were the 45
ACP rounds usedin'the original S&W |
and Colt revolvers, OF course; the- 50
speaks with an authority the original
45 might onhv have wished for.

Hand' finishing and Roy Fishpaw
checkeraed Frénch walnut grips add -a
tonach of commercial refinemant — the
dessert, if vou would, on this spectac-
wlar feast of handgunning delight.

You might call itart — that func-
tions, We hope vou enjoy it

handgun aficionade. Caliber conversions

like a 38 Special Heavy Duty gently
massared o a 45 Colt
inkling of what the imagination nughl
conjure, Remember, these tellows do
this bétier than virtually anvone alive. [f
you can think it, they can probatdy do it
Lhey

HEVESR En
=

A nel, perhaps more importantly
el toy oot

The big Ruger Redhawk series
serves as prime fodder for a host of
delectable ideas. The .50 Action
Express “Alpine™ Redhawk 1s a simple,
no-nonsense Kind of a gun. sure to dis-
nearten the spirit of any bear foolish
gnough o approach a hkely looking
lisharman or huntér in a mastaken quest
tar dinner; ol ar
esting few momeants we think.

would be an inter-

Never Too Much

There 15 50 much more: But perhaps,
as 15 commonly known, and too-ofl
repeated — a photo 15 worth many thou-
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sands of words. But this s one time
when the maxim may most apply
{amilton might have sad it best as he
cazed: at this round-up: “None Of these
necessandy reflect rocket scignce. but al
ol these guns are pretty nifly pleces —
not your every day run-of-the-mll fare, |
dare: say,

Perhaps the “"Undersiatement of the

Year” award should go 1

to Hamilton?

BCA -'-'.'.';:""- gd “collectible’ |.I':-||I|.-\!:I!|_".\. thar
asically sepves asqa Umini-version” of
FHemilton: Bewen s new ok The Custom
Fevalver, Borht are avinfabfe fvoon BOA
The catalop costs 85 aned the book 539,95
{ oy shupping b, Dol are werth te money
invalved, For move formartion, comlad
Bowen Claxsre ' Arms, PO Box 6
Louisville, TN 3777 (805 SRy
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Pawnee Bill didn’t break all of those little glass balls

with bullets: Instead, exhibitian shooters riding in Wild

| West shows used small shot cartridges fired in their Colt

revolvers. Those gunsawere fitted with choked, smooth-bore

barrels. Such guns would beclassified as sawed-off shot-

gunhs today and taxed accordinzly. BCA has Hgured ouit o
way around the situation:

This ey model uses - the Englsh “ball and shot” |'|"|1.'1:._*:r
system devised by Colonel Vingent Fosbery and popularized
by Holland & Holand under their “Paradox” name. The
barrel has a rifled-choke that shoois bullets exceedingly well,
buit still produoces aselul shot patierns, perfect for aerial trick
4 -shooting. It's also BATE legal thank yvou very much,

4 Likesany proper gun, this'US Patent Firearms revolver

e features a‘browned Damascus barrel. The receiver is color

caschardened and the balance of the metal 35, of course, car-

b b luedd,
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